
1/3worksafe.govt.nz 0800 030 040

Q
U

I
C

K
 

G
U

I
D

EHSWA• 
H

E
A

LT
H

 &
 SAFETY  AT  W

O

R
K

 A
C

T
 •

May 2018

Certifying stationary container systems

Use this guide to help you work out if your stationary container system 
needs a compliance certificate. A compliance certificate certifies that 
your tank and associated equipment is safe and complies with the rules.

‘You’ – the PCBU

In simple terms, a PCBU is an individual or a company 
conducting a business or undertaking.

This guide is for persons conducting a business or 
undertaking (PCBU) who have a stationary container 
system in their workplace. It is designed to help 
you meet your compliance requirements under the 
Health and Safety at Work (Hazardous Substances) 
Regulations 2017 (‘The Regulations’). In this sheet,  
‘you’ means the PCBU.

More information on PCBUs and other duty holders 
in the workplace and their duties is available on our 
website: worksafe.govt.nz

What is a stationary container system?
A stationary container system is a tank or process 
container and its associated equipment, pipework 
and fittings, normally located in one place. Stationary 
container systems can contain flammable, oxidising, 
toxic or corrosive substances. 

What kind of container do you have?
There are two types of stationary container system you 
may use to hold hazardous substances at your workplace.

Stationary container system with  
a stationary tank

Stationary tanks are used for storing or supplying 
hazardous liquids, and are normally located at specific 
places. Stationary tanks include:

 – all parts and materials that help to maintain  
the structure and integrity of the tanks

 – any means of closing the tanks (eg a lid or  
fitted cover)

 – any component of the tanks intended to protect 
the contents of the tank from harm (eg lightning 
protection), and

 – any other components that are integral parts of  
the tanks (eg liquid height indicators, heating coils,  
or internal valves).

Stationary container system with  
a process container

Process containers are stationary containers that  
hold a hazardous substance during manufacture or  
use (eg a mixing container, reaction vessel, distillation 
column, drier or dip tank).

Types of compliance certificates 
You may need both a stationary container system 
compliance certificate and a location compliance 
certificate for your tank or process container.
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Stationary container system  
compliance certificate

Follow the flowchart on the next page to work out 
whether you need a stationary container system 
compliance certificate. 

What are the threshold requirements  
for a stationary container system 
compliance certificate?

Requirements for stationary tanks

You must have a stationary container system 
compliance certificate for your tank if it is:

 – a below ground tank (including tanks that are 
covered by earth or other material) holding more 
than 250 L

 – an above ground tank, holding more than 2,500 L of 
class 3.1A and 3.1B substances (eg petrol or solvents)

 – an above ground tank, holding more than 5,000 L  
of substances other than class 3.1A or 3.1B  
(eg diesel, caustic soda and corrosives)

 – an above ground tank, holding more than 500 L  
of gas

 – used with a vapouriser, or

 – used with a dispenser

 – a tank that provides fuel to an oil burning installation 
which has a capacity greater than: 

 - 500 L for a class 3.1D substances (eg diesel and 
waste oil) supplying an internal combustion engine 

 - 50 l for class 3.1A, 3.1B and 3.1C substances 
(eg petrol) supplying an internal combustion engine 

 - 60 L for class 3.1 flammable substances supplying 
a burner 

 – a tank that provides fuel to an oil burning installation 
with a service tank.

Requirements for process containers

You must have a stationary container system 
compliance certificate for your process container if it is:

 – below ground (including process containers that  
are covered by earth or other material) of any size

 – above ground, greater than 250 L and intended  
for use with a hazardous gas, or

 – above ground, greater than 1,000 L and intended  
for use with a hazardous liquid.

You don’t need a compliance certificate if:

 – your process container is made from fire-resistant 
material and complies with the Health and Safety 
in Employment (Pressure Equipment, Cranes and 
Passenger Ropeways) Regulations 1999, or

 – your tank contains LPG.

Even if your stationary container system doesn’t 
need a compliance certificate, it still needs to meet 
the requirements under the Regulations. For more 
information on these requirements, visit our website

Location compliance certificate

Location compliance certificates apply to workplaces 
where flammable, oxidising, toxic or corrosive substances 
are present in quantities above certain thresholds.

A location compliance certificate certifies that the 
location where hazardous substances are used and 
stored is compliant with the Regulations. 

Use the Hazardous Substances Calculator to find  
out whether you need a compliance certificate  
for your tank or process container. If you need one, 
you must arrange for a compliance certifier to visit 
your workplace.

   

https://worksafe.govt.nz/topic-and-industry/hazardous-substances/certification-authorisation-approvals-and-licensing/certification-of-equipment-plant-buildings/stationary-tanks-and-process-containers/
https://hazardoussubstances.govt.nz/calculator
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Stationary container system 
compliance certificates

Check the threshold requirements 
above (page 2) to confirm whether 

you need a stationary container system 
compliance certificate

When was your tank or container constructed?

Before 1 July 2006

Tanks and process containers constructed before 1 July 2006 
may not comply with the requirements for a compliance 
certificate. For these tanks, a compliance plan can be put in 
place. A compliance plan is not an approval for a stationary 
container system, but is a way for non-compliant tanks to 
meet compliance requirements. 

Your compliance certifier will tell if you if a compliance plan is 
needed, and how to get one.

For more information on compliance plans, see our website

If your stationary container has 
been repaired, altered, relocated 
or replaced, the compliance 
certificate may become invalid.

For below ground tanks the 
compliance certificate may 
become invalid if there is 
evidence that the tank is leaking.

If there is a change in service 
of the tank, the compliance 
certificate may become invalid.

After 1 July 2006

Has your container been 
repaired, altered,  

relocated or replaced?

No

Yes

No

Do you have a 
valid stationary 

container system 
compliance 
certificate?

Yes

Contact a compliance certifier 
in your area who is able to issue 

stationary container system 
compliance certificates.

https://worksafe.govt.nz/topic-and-industry/hazardous-substances/certification-authorisation-approvals-and-licensing/certification-of-sites/stationary-container-system-compliance-certificates/
https://compliancecertifiers.worksafe.govt.nz/home-2/

